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was exceptional. Six rabbits presented spastic paralysis of the limbs and 
lived a considerable time. The cord in these cases showed similar cell 
changes to those observed in the acute cases, but in addition hemorrhage 
was an almost constant feature. The vessel walls showed proliferative 
changes. The hemorrhages occurred most frequently in the dorsal region, 
least frequently in the cervical; gray and white matter were both affected. 
These late hemorrhages bring the pneumococcal process into line with 
typhoid and grippe. The paralyses are due to the hemorrhages and not 
to the direct action of the toxin on the nerve cells. 

(August, 1905.) 

1. The Neurofibrillar Reticulum of the Motor Cells of the Spinal Cord 

in Tetanus in Animals. Tiberti. 

2. Two Familial Cases of Cerebellospinal Ataxia (Friedreich’s TypePf 

Presenting Some Rare Features. Cerletti and Perusini. 

3. Notes on the Pathological Histology (by Biopsy) of the Striated Muscle 

Fiber in Parkinson’s Disease. Salaris. 

1. Motor Cells of the Spinal Cord in Tetanus in Animals. —Using the 
methods of Donaggio and Cajal the author was unable, in animals treated 
with injections of tetanus toxin, to demonstrate any appreciable lesions of 
the neurofibrillar reticulum of the motor cells of the cord. There was in 
some cases slight thickening of the neurofibrils, which is, however, a banal 
condition. His results are in striking contrast with those of Marinesco, 
who claims to have demonstrated in tetanus marked neurofibrillar disin¬ 
tegration. 

2. Cerebellospinal Ataxia. —The authors’ report in detail the cases of a 
brother and sister, aged 21 and 25, respectively, who in childhood developed 
a marked disorder of gait and a series of clinical symptoms which formed 
a picture closely related to that of Friedreich’s ataxia. The onset in both 
oases was slow and insidious. When the disease had fully established itself 
both patients presented static and dynamic ataxia, marked speech defect, 
the speech being slow and monotonous, constant rotatory nystagmus, de¬ 
formity of the feet, presence of light reflex, absence of lightning pains. 

Of special interest were the rotatory nystagmus, the presence in the boy 
of mitral stenosis, the presence in both of the patellar reflexes, and in 'the 
case of the girl of grave mental defects, with rectal and vesical troubles, 
while the boy had partial paralysis of both external recti. 

The authors discuss the importance of these symptoms in the diagnosis 
of Friedreich’s ataxia, Marie’s heredoataxie cerebelleuse, and the whole 
series of obscure spinal affections which enter into the same large group as 
these two forms. The views of other authors are given, and a fair idea is 
presented of the present confused state of our knowledge of the clinical 
and pathological features of the whole group. 

A bibliography of 68 references is appended to the article. 

3. The Striated Muscle Fibre in Parkinson’s Disease. —The author re¬ 

ports the results of his examination of one case. The nuclei of the sar- 
colemma were found normal, the muscle fibre presented an appearance 
similar to that 0 f cloudy swelling. Both the transverve and longitudinal 
striation were interfered with. The perimysium and the endomysium 
showed nothing abnormal. C. Macfie Campbell. 

• Psychiatrisch-Neurologische Wochenschrift 

(Sept. 23, 1905.) 

i. Forms of Chronic Dementia, with Preceding Psychomotor Disturbances. 

Otah. 

Many of the psychoses present psychomotor disturbances. Paresis 
and 'senile dementia in particular, while lately there has been separated 
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out of this group arteriosclerotic dementia. Kraepelin says of this, how¬ 
ever, that arteriosclerosis may complicate various psychotic pictures, but 
that we do not now seek for a given brain disease corresponding to cer¬ 
tain psychotic appearances, but turn from a clinically individualized 
symptom-complex for an anatomical interpretation. 

The most important symptoms observed were: A great falling off in 
the ability to work, a functional weakness in certain motor zones. Isolated 
paralyses with slight disturbances of spoken and written words, especially 
after physical exertion, alcohol or “bad day.” Another symptom is irri¬ 
tability of he vaso-motor system. In the fifth decade appears a functional 
defect in social deportment; an important differential symptom from 
paresis. While in paresis the defect in social feeling is permanent, here 
it shows itself by suggestions and forerunners, coming and going. Later 
only permanent traces remain. Even the bodily symptoms of senium 
pratcox appear in groups, and then the condition perhaps for years remains 
stationary. Early or later appear change of mood, hypomaniacal unrest, 
oressure of activity, insomnia. This condition is transitory, giving the 
appearance to the whole course of the disease of recoverability. Slight 
motor disturbances appear, clumsiness of an extremity, uncertain gait. The 
patient makes false steps and falls. Aphasia and agraphic symptoms ap¬ 
pear, also dysarthria, which, however, does not remind us of paresis. Pupil¬ 
lary reaction good. Knee jerks normal. 

The patient becomes a typical asylum inmate. In the now rapid course 
occurs change of mood, home-sickness or on the contrary, cuphonia, with 
erotic coloring. The course is then rapidly downward; becomes filthy with 
a tendency to decubitus. _ Death usually follows a sudden increase in sever¬ 
ity of the symptoms, with signs of a hypostatic pneumonia. The author 
has never observed death from apoplexy. 

(Sept. 30, 1905.) 

1. Anhalonium Lewinii. Johannes Bresler. 

This article is a study of the physiological effects of anhalonium. The 
author believes the drug has great value in experimental psychology, es¬ 
pecially in the field of optics, and may have value in the realm of nervous 
and mental diseases. Its use might detect simulation; for instance, if a 
patient twenty-four hours or later stated he had visions this would con¬ 
demn him. 

(Oct. 7, 1905.) 

1. The Chemnitz Hospital for Nervous Diseases. Emil Hufler. 

2. Three Cases of Number Obsessions. Alf. Adler. 

1. The Chemnitz Hospital .—An illustrated description of the hospital. 

2. In his “Psychopathologie des Alltagslebens” (psychopathology of 
everyday life) Freud, among other things, has noted that a thoughtlessly 
hinted at number may act as a determinant. He calls attention in this con¬ 
nection to the depth in the mental life the analysis of such a number 
reaches. The three examples given are of persons who have a constant 
tendency to reduce everything to certain numbers. Case II. Name Otto, 
observes that his name reads the same forward or backwards, it has four 
letters (2x2=2-|-2), the two sylables are the same, it reminds him of the 
expression 2x2=2-j-2, it is determined by fate. His birthday is the 22nd, 
2x2=24-2, whatever he undertakes, the result is the same, he cannot 
struggle against fate. 

The sense and object of this reducing the numbers is obviously a 
necessity on the part of the “psyche” for a compromise. In none of the 
cases cited do we find a full suppression of psychic material from con¬ 
sciousness, in none either a full tolerance on the part of the consciousness 
for the respective ideas. White. 



